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“Bread of Heaven”      Text – John 6:1-15       OT Readings – Numbers 11:4-35; 2 Kings 4:42-44 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,

One of the subjects that most fascinates Bible scholars is comparing the four Gospels.  In Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, we have four accounts of the history of Jesus.  But while they are all accounts of the history of Jesus, there are differences from one Gospel to the next (not disagreements, but differences).  Two of them, for example, Mark and John, say nothing about the birth of Jesus.  And each Gospel author wrote with a different primary audience in view and a different primary emphasis in relation to who Jesus Christ is and/or what He did.  And these differences add tremendous richness and authenticity to the Four Gospels.  
But while there are these differences, the Gospels also have much in common.  And one thing they have in common is this miracle.  In fact, while some miracles are recorded in two or three of the Gospels, it may surprise you to learn that the feeding of the Five-thousand is the only miracle that is recorded in all four of the Gospels!  So just that fact tells us something about the importance of this miracle, in terms of what it reveals about the Lord Jesus.
It is the fourth of the seven great miracle signs recorded by John.  And as is typically the case with John, it will lead, together with the next miracle, Jesus walking on the water, to a discourse or speech of the Lord Jesus.  And at the end of that discourse, we are going to hear Peter make a wonderful confession of faith.  And that is a very significant moment in John’s Gospel, as we shall see.

But our focus today is the feeding of the Five Thousand.  And as we consider this miracle, we are going to see that a miraculous feeding reveals Jesus as the Saviour that we Sinners need.  And in God’s providence, we get to think about this as we prepare to come to the Lord’s Supper table.  Jesus explains this miracle by describing Himself as the Bread of life/God/heaven.  So the major question we will be asked today is: Do you believe that Jesus is the Saviour that you need?  
I. So let’s see how this miraculous feeding reveals Jesus as the Saviour we need beginning with the description of the needy people in vv1-9.

A. The events of ch. 5 took place in Jerusalem but Jesus is now back up North in Galilee.  And in v1, John gives the Jewish and Roman names for the sea there so that all his readers would know which sea he was talking about.  
B. In v2, we are told that Jesus is being followed by a great crowd.  But John is very specific that they were there for the show, if you like; it was the miracles that Jesus had performed on the sick that had the crowd’s attention.  They had still not made the jump from miraculous faith, being impressed by miracles, to saving faith, believing in Jesus.
C. Well, as we continue into v3, at first read, it sounds like John is just describing the scene, but he is actually painting a rich theological background for what is about to happen.  So we have Jesus, His twelve disciples, and a great crowd.  In the other Gospel accounts of this miracle, the emphasis is on the fact that they were in the wilderness, but John emphasizes the fact that Jesus went up a mountainside.  Now, any Jewish reader who reads about a crowd and miracles and the ‘wilderness’ or ‘mountainside’ would immediately think of the Exodus of the people of Israel.  For soon after leaving Egypt, the people arrived at Mt. Sinai and Moses went up the mountain.  And just before that, God had given the people manna – the bread that came down from heaven that we read about earlier.  And the people continued to receive the Manna as they journeyed for 40 years through the wilderness.  And to be absolutely clear that this theological background is intentional, John tells us in v4 that the Jewish Passover Feast was near.  The first Passover was celebrated as the Jews left Israel in the Exodus.  And the whole purpose of celebrating Passover was to remember the Exodus from Egypt.  So we are being given biblical clues to help us understand and interpret what is about to happen.  
D. Well, Jesus next identifies the problem in v5; He sees the crowd and He asks Philip about where they are going to buy bread for the people to eat.  It seems that the people had just begun to follow Jesus at the beginning of the day and now it was later in the day and everyone was hungry.  So the problem is that the people need food and there is no ordinary way for that need to be filled. 
1. So let’s put our Bible ears back on and remember what we said a few moments ago about the Exodus.  You see, this was the exact same problem faced by Israel in the Exodus.  Out in the Wilderness, there was no water and no place to buy food.  Now, they had seen the miracles of the Ten Plagues.  They had seen the miracle of the crossing of the Red Sea.  So the question was: Would they look to God and trust that He would provide what they needed?  No, they did not.  Instead they grumbled and complained and wished they were back in Egypt.
2. But that was then and this is now.  What about the disciples and this crowd?  Why have they been following Jesus?  Because of the miracles He has been performing!  And remember there have been no miracles and no prophet in Israel for over 400 before Jesus!  But He is performing many miracles!  And where are they?  They are in the wilderness and up a mountainside.  And what do they need?  They need food.  Hmmm!  Where have we heard this before?  So, at the very least, they should be looking up half expecting Manna or Quails, right?  
3. Well, Jesus addressed his question about where to get food to Philip.  And he did this, as we are told in v6, as a kind of profession of faith test.  You see, when we first met Philip back in ch. 1, Jesus had called him as a disciple and Philip then went and found his friend, Nathanael.  And listen to what Philip told Nathanael: He said, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote-- Jesus of Nazareth.”  But now, as Jesus tests Philip’s profession of faith, all Philip can think about is??? money.  Rather than look to Jesus to provide, Philip gets out his calculator and multiplies people*loaves*dollars and comes up short.
a. Now, money is not a bad thing.  Knowing that we can use money to buy things that we need is not a bad thing.  Philip’s mistake was to separate knowledge and money from Jesus.  Philip was trusting only in knowledge and money. 
b. But are you and I much different from Philip?  What is your first response when you get an unexpected bill in the mail?  Is it the calculator or the Lord?  If trouble arises at home with your spouse or your children or with work, do you first pray?  Or do you try and solve it and turn to Him only when you cannot?
c. Listen to the words of this very appropriate hymn:
What a friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and griefs to bear!  What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!  Oh, what peace we often forfeit, oh, what needless pain we bear, all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer!
Have we trials and temptations?  Is there trouble anywhere?  We should never be discouraged—take it to the Lord in prayer.  Can we find a friend so faithful, who will all our sorrows share?  Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer.
4. So Philip’s mistake was to focus just on the solutions of this world.  But what about Andrew?  What about his response to Jesus’ question?  Well, when we first met Andrew, Jesus had made him a disciple, also, and “the first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah,” and he brought him to Jesus.”  So Andrew’s profession of faith is tested here also.  And Andrew does better than Philip.  Like Philip, Andrew has nothing himself.  But he doesn’t just wring his hands and give up; he goes and gets someone who does have something – this lad with the five barley loaves and two fish.  And we have noted before that whenever we meet Andrew in John’s Gospel he brings someone to Jesus.  So that’s good; there is progress on the pathway of faith for Andrew.  But Andrew too has failed to understand the Exodus significance of this situation.  And the barley loaves don’t remind him of the story of Elisha feeding a crowd with just a few barley loaves that we read earlier.  So Andrew’s faith in Jesus also falls short as he fails to trust that Jesus can provide what is needed.
E. So let’s think now about the major point of this miracle: This crowd needed food.  And this setting and situation, and what they had seen Jesus doing, should have led them to look to Jesus to provide food.  And Jesus taught us, in His prayer, to pray, “Father…give us this day our daily bread.”  So we too should look to the Lord to provide our daily necessities.  But even though Jesus did provide this crowd with a miraculous meal, the next day they would need food again.  And even though Jesus gives you your daily necessities, you need them again tomorrow.  But as we all know, 10 out of every 10 people die.  A day is coming when we will no longer need daily food because we will be dead.  But on that day we will need something much more important than food!  We will need eternal life.  What this miracle should have driven this crowd to seek from Jesus and what it should drive you and me to seek from Jesus is the bread of life – salvation and eternal life in Him!  You see, that is our deepest need!  That is what we most need.   Because we are sinful and because we sin, we deserve eternity in hell.  But as Jesus says in vv25-40, if you believe in Him as your Saviour, you shall have eternal life.  He came to earth, ultimately, not to heal a few sick people and feed crowds.  He came to give us eternal life, because that is our deepest need.  Do you know that that is your deepest need?  And do you know that this need can only be met by Jesus? 
II. Well, I really want to spend the rest of our time on vv14-15 and the wrong response of the crowd, but just a comment or two here about vv10-13 and Jesus’ provision.
A. Having exposed the weak faith of Philip and Andrew, Jesus has the people seated.  It is possible that the mention of five thousand men is another reminder about the Exodus where we read about the men of the twelve tribes being counted.  

B. But Jesus then takes the loaves and gives thanks.  And we read about Him giving thanks before eating also at the Last Supper.  And just by way of a minor point, if Jesus did this then so should we.  As a reminder to pray to the Lord, and as an opportunity to thank Him for the gift of food and every other blessing, make it your practice to imitate Jesus and begin every meal with a prayer of thanks.  And remember that the food you get at MacDonalds or a restaurant or that you eat at school, boys and girls, comes from God also ( So don’t let the fact that there are other people there stop you from pausing to thank God for food.
C. But that’s a secondary point.  The main thing here is that Jesus multiplies these few bits of bread and fish to feed a crowd of over five thousand to the point that after everyone has eaten, there are leftovers – twelve baskets full!  
D. Truly Jesus is the Son of God!  He is greater than Moses!  He is greater than Elisha!  

III. And that brings us, thirdly and lastly, to the wrong response of the crowd in vv14-15.  
A. To the people’s credit, they are starting to join some dots in relation to Jesus.  What they say in v14 about Jesus as a prophet is a reference to Deut. 18.  There Moses said that a greater prophet than himself would come.   So they are willing to recognize Jesus as a prophet.   And then in v15, we see that they are willing to have Him as their king.  God had told King David that a Son of his would rule on Israel’s throne.  So the people are willing to recognize Jesus as a king.  So we have got prophet – tick!  We’ve got king – tick!  What is missing?  There are lots of prophets in the OT, there are lots of kings in the OT, but what other ‘office’ do we find in the OT?  Priest!   And what do priests do?  They make sacrifice for sin.  And that is what is missing in the people’s calculations about Jesus.  They are not thinking about Jesus as a priest.  How did John the Baptist introduce Jesus when He first saw Him?  “Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”  What did Jesus say after He had cleansed the temple?  “Destroy this temple and I will raise it again in three days, which was a reference to Him dying and rising.  But all that had gone right over their heads.  His needing to die for the forgiveness of their sins just does not compute with these people.
B. And that is why they start planning to make Him king by force.   And just think about that: What kind of Messiah needs to be forced to be king?  But this is getting us to the heart of the problem with these Jews.  They have not heard what Jesus has been saying about what they need – salvation from sin, they just see Him as useful to get what they want – salvation from the Romans.  Do you see the problem?  If you don’t know that you really need, then you don’t look for the right solution.  And these Jews did not see that their greatest need as sinners was a Saviour.  
C. So the sin of this crowd in relation to Jesus was twofold: 

1. First, they were happy with a Jesus who gave them what they wanted – healing, miraculous bread, deliverance from the Romans, but not what they needed – forgiveness of sins.  Can you and I be guilty of this same sin?  The commentator, William Barclay, said, “When we want comfort in sorrow, when we want strength in difficulty, when we want peace in turmoil, when we want help in face of depression, there is no one so wonderful as Jesus and we talk to Him and walk with Him and open our hearts to Him.  But when He comes to us with some stern demand for sacrifice, with some challenge to [obedient] effort, with the offer of some cross [to bear], we will have nothing to do with Him.  When we examine our hearts, it may be that we will find that we too love Jesus for what we can get from Him.”  

2. But the other sin of the crowd was to use Jesus for their own purposes and to have Him fit their dreams.  But again, are we so very different?  Barclay writes, “When we appeal to Christ, is it for strength to go on with our own schemes and ideas or is it for humility and obedience to accept His plans and wishes?  Is our prayer: "Lord, give me strength to do what you want me to do" or is it in reality: "Lord, give me strength to do what I want to do"?”
Brothers and Sisters, your greatest need is to have your sins forgiven.  Jesus came to save His people from their sins.  That’s what you are hearing now and that is what you will soon see and touch and taste at the table.  So I must ask you: Is Jesus your Saviour?  Do you understand and believe that you need Him for eternal life?  If you are not sure about this, come and talk to me afterwards.  Ask whoever you talk to down in the coffee hall what you must do to know Jesus as your Saviour.  
But if you tell me that you do know that Jesus is your Saviour, I must ask you this: Is Jesus your Lord?  He calls you to a life of sacrificial service.  He wants your total allegiance.  Does He occupy this place in your life?  Are you serving Him or is He serving you?  May it be that everyone of us knows Him as Saviour and Lord.  Amen.
